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 Art Spaces – Wabash Valley Outdoor Sculpture Collection, Inc. to Receive  

$75,000 Our Town Grant from the National Endowment for the Arts 

 
Terre Haute, Indiana - National Endowment for the Arts Chairman Mary Anne Carter has approved more 

than $84 million in grants as part of the Arts Endowment’s second major funding announcement for fiscal 

year 2020.  Included in this announcement is an Our Town award of $75,000 to Art Spaces, Inc. for 

NEIGHBORS, a public art project planned for Herz-Rose Park in the Ryves Neighborhood of Terre Haute.  

This is one of 51 grants nationwide that the agency has approved in this category. 

 

“These awards demonstrate the resilience of the arts in America, showcasing not only the creativity of 

their arts projects but the organizations’ agility in the face of a national health crisis,” said Mary Anne 

Carter, chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts. “We celebrate organizations like Art Spaces for 

providing opportunities for learning and engagement through the arts in these times.”  

 

NEIGHBORS is a participatory public artwork conceived by internationally award-winning artist Matthew 

Mazzotta for Herz-Rose Park in the Ryves Neighborhood of Terre Haute, Indiana, to ignite creativity and 

connection and foster an atmosphere of invention and possibility. In concert with other neighborhood 

revitalization efforts, NEIGHBORS will expand and strengthen vitality, connectivity and well-being 

within the Ryves Neighborhood. Mazzotta’s concept for NEIGHBORS was derived directly from input 

offered by Ryves neighborhood residents in 2018.  

 

Tina Kruger, Chair of the Department of Multidisciplinary Studies at Indiana State University and Vice 

Chair of the Art Spaces’ Board of Directors shared, “I am excited to see this project continue under the 

strong and capable leadership of Art Spaces.  I am grateful to the NEA for the initial support provided to 

Indiana State University to bring Mazzotta to Terre Haute to conceive of this amazing and important 

public art project.  Now more than ever the need for open, public, inclusive gathering spaces is clear.” 

 

Learning of the news from his home in upstate New York Mazzotta said “Through my experience of 

creating site-specific work with communities, I’ve learned that the long term success of a socially engaged 

public project lies more in the building of the community network than in the design of a physical work. 

Therefore, the team that has formed around NEIGHBORS has established a sustainable system to meet 

regularly so it can curate and maintain this public project into the future. With our emphasis on building 

the overseeing body as robust as the physical project, I believe NEIGHBORS is a milestone project that 

will benefit many other communities adopting similar collaborative models to develop, fabricate, and 

manage public art projects with their residents and I am honored by this support from the National 

Endowment for the Arts.”  



Art Spaces’ Executive Director Mary Kramer, speaking for the organization, notes “We are thrilled that 

the Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts has approved Art Spaces for a grant for 

NEIGHBORS.  We look forward to working with the Arts Endowment to finalize the grant paperwork and 

are appreciative of the agency’s support for this project. The NEA is making possible many exciting 

projects in communities all across the country and we are honored to bring this award to Terre Haute.  It 

has been a pleasure to work with artist Matthew Mazzotta, various faculty from Indiana State University, 

faculty and students from Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, and members of the Ryves neighborhood 

on the early phases of the project.” 

The City of Terre Haute is Art Spaces’ governmental partner and Vectren Foundation is an early funding 

partner for NEIGHBORS. A growing number of individuals and organizations are also collaborating on 

various aspects of this exciting public art project. 

 

For more information on this National Endowment for the Arts grant announcement, visit arts.gov/news. 

For more information on artist Matthew Mazzotta, visit www.matthewmazzotta.com and for more 

information on Art Spaces, Inc. visit https://wabashvalleyartspaces.com 
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